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While creating teaching materials for ESP lessons, teachers can use the data
from open-access online corpus search engines. These are special tools for searching
corpora. Some examples with the most textual data now are English corpora
accessed at https://www.english-corpora.org/ and Sketch Engine which can be viewed
from www.sketchengine.eu. Both were confirmed by a group of German teachers
(Elen, 2021) as efficient for creating materials for ESP classrooms and analysing
word lists, collocations and concordances.

Teachers who use online corpus search engines for the first time should know
the key terms and definitions such as the list compiled by Tilly Harrisson (2014).
Furthermore, the utilisation of corpora necessitates a certain degree of teacher
training, as the effective deployment of such materials hinges upon the capacity to
select and structure the material for each lesson. As Qing Ma, Jinlan Tang & Shanru
Lin (2021) note, the effective instruction of students in the use of corpora necessitates
prior training of teachers, particularly in the design of interactive tasks that will
enable students to analyse contextual examples in depth. Consequently, educational
Institutions must ensure that teachers have access to the requisite resources and
opportunities for professional development in this area.

Depending on students’ interests and lesson objectives, teachers can inform
different corpora as presented in Fig.1. Moreover, teachers can ask students to access
online corpora from their mobile phones. By clarifying questions and brainstorming,
teachers should help students analyse the context examples they are given and guide
them towards finding out what parts of speech can be used before a certain lexical
item, what modifiers characterize it, and what interesting new collocations they can
discover.

In addition, corpus-informed materials can be used to create lexical mind maps
and chain stories for key vocabulary and improve a piece of writing in pairs, for
example, by transforming it from formal to informal or vice versa. In some cases,
teachers can ask students to access different corpora from Fig. 1. and compare and
contrast them. This will make ESP students’ answers more variable in style and
genre, thus incorporating more synonyms.
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Corpus Download # words Dialect Time period Genre(s)
News an the Web (NOW) @ 20.0 billion+ 20 countries 2010-yesterday Web: News
iWeb: The Intelligent Web-based Corpus (3] 14 billion 6 countries 2017 Web
Global Web-Based English (GloWbE) @ 1.9 billion 20 countries 2012-13 Web (incl blogs)
Wikipedia Corpus 3] 1.9 billion (Various) 2014 Wikipedia
Coronavirus Corpus @ 1.5 billion 20 countries 2020-2023 Web: News
Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) @ 1.0 billion American 1990-2019 Balanced
Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) O 475 million American 1820-2019 Balanced
The TV Corpus @ 325 million 6 countries 1950-2018 TV shows
The Movie Corpus @ 200 million 6 countries 1930-2018 Movies
Corpus of American Soap Operas @ 100 million American 2001-2012 TV shows
Hansard Corpus 1.6 billion British 1803-2005 Parliament
Early English Books Online 755 million British 14705-16905 (Various)
Corpus of US Supreme Court Opinions 130 million Armerican 1790s-present Legal opinions
TIME Magazine Corpus 100 million American 1923-2006 Magazine
British National Corpus (BNC) * 100 million British 1980s-1993 Balanced
Strathy Corpus (Canada) 50 million Canadian 1920s-2000s Balanced
CORE Corpus 50 million 6 countries 2014 Web

Fig. 1. Types of corpus offered by “English Corpora”

Using online corpora raises students’ awareness of the fact that language is a
rich resource that is constantly developing. Working with authentic English materials
improves their skills as they work independently, finding new appropriate
collocations, checking and analysing constructions and compiling the necessary word
lists. For teachers, it is a chance to find and integrate up-to-date materials such as
magazines, TV or movie corpora.

In addition to textual information that can be found and analysed with the help
of online corpus engines, teachers can access videos and podcasts through corpora
research. For example, Ted Talks corpora can be accessed at
https://yohasebe.com/tcse/. Here, students can not only work with the written context
but also listen and watch the episode the lexical item was taken from. This opens new
perspectives on the usage of corpus-based materials in ESP teaching. Utilisation of
corpora in ESP instruction has been demonstrated to enhance students' capacity to
cultivate critical thinking and analytical abilities. A study by Momeni (2019)
indicates that students who employ corpus resources demonstrate enhanced outcomes
in contextual comprehension and vocabulary expansion. This corroborates the
assertion that integrating such methodologies into the learning process is pivotal.
Furthermore, corpora facilitate the development of linguistic intuition, enabling
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students to discern the appropriate usage of words and structures in diverse contexts
(Boulton, 2017).

A master’s student and a young researcher of ceramic membranes based on
silicon carbide (Molchan et al., 2024) was interviewed about her experience of using
corpora. She stated that “by using corpus materials, I expand the boundaries of my
research and open up new opportunities to study the specifics of lexical and
grammatical constructions in my particular context. In my opinion, choosing corpus-
based material for teaching enables students to analyse and compare words more
deeply, which promotes an understanding of language as a variable and living
structure.”

Online corpus search engines allow students and teachers to access large
amounts of data. However, the challenge of efficiently using it in the ESP classroom
is still not completely resolved in the age of information overload. The techniques of
working with corpus-informed materials should be improved to engage students in
analysing the context examples found, choosing the appropriate data, applying critical
thinking and avoiding overwhelming the students.
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