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The growing role of communicative competence in the modern engineering 

professional community has led to an increase in the importance of foreign language 

training in the system of higher education. The need to expand international 

cooperation and establish new business contacts requires specialists in technical 

specialties to be proficient in a foreign language.  

Moreover, it is important to note that students of technical universities 

themselves come to understanding of the necessity of learning a foreign language. 

Many years of experience in teaching students has shown that a high level of 

proficiency in general technical English, ESP, and business English gives an 

employee excellent chances to take a worthy place in the company and prove himself 

or herself as a valuable employee. Thus, students of a technical university, having not 

only general technical but also ESP and business English lessons, get a great 

opportunity to lay the foundations for their successful career while still studying at 

the university. Unfortunately, students and teachers of technical universities still face 

the problem of the limited number of academic hours.  

Consequently, in these conditions, it is those teaching technologies and 

methods that should be used, the application of which will allow the most rational use 

of classroom hours and the time allotted for students’ independent work. Such 

teaching methods include case-study method and some technologies when working 

with a film. 

The case-study method is used in the educational process to describe specific 

situations, problems, conditions from the life of people and organizations, which 

orient students to formulate the problem and find options for its solution with a 

detailed discussion in classes. Thus, this method is very effective because it involves 

a thorough analysis of a specific situation (in interpersonal or professional 

relationships, in an organization, in society or culture). To conduct such an analysis, 

students are provided with information structured as follows:  

1) an introduction of the situation;  

2) a description of the event that occurred or the problem that has arisen;  

3) variants of the adopted decisions and measures for their further group or pair 

discussion and individual considerations.  

To work with this method in teaching a foreign language to students of 

technical universities, it is necessary to select examples that are similar to real work 
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situations. Moreover, these examples should also be common problems and 

challenges that may be encountered by professionals in their respective profession. 

Learning assignments should be formed in such a way that students are 

maximally involved in learning the problem facing them, which should not have an 

unequivocal solution. Such work is usually group-based and takes the form of a 

discussion in which students defend their opinions, arguing them with available data 

on the problem situation. Usually, after discussions and debates, students complete 

individual writing assignments using business and professional writing or 

correspondence style. 

Of course, it is impossible to imagine modern foreign language teaching 

without the widespread use of technical means. In this regard, I propose to consider 

how cinema resources can be used together with the above-mentioned method in 

training specialists. 

The teacher must take into account the interests of students in order to increase 

their motivation and select those videos that best meet the business needs and the 

level of their linguistic training (Verysokin, 2003). The main advantage of using 

films in the classroom is that students can still see the actors, not just hear them, how 

it happens with listening. 

Observing the characters' nonverbal behavior, the environment, and the 

appearance of the interlocutors helps to understand the situation faster and better. The 

main disadvantages of using video in the classroom are that students may treat it like 

watching TV, uncritically and relaxed. 

Today's experience shows that it is advisable to use educational videos in the 

learning process, as auditory and visual analyzers are the dominant channels of 

perception of educational material. The use of video materials significantly improves 

the effectiveness of the learning process, encourages communication and allows 

students to learn up to 65% of the material. Every year, the number of educational 

videos in the world is increasing. This is due to the development of technology, free 

programs and services (YouTube, Google Apps, TED-ED, MOOCs, etc.) where you 

can post an educational video or any film (Buchynska, 2015). 

Video materials used by the teacher during the educational process can serve as 

a stimulus for the learning process, and also help students develop skills in four types 

of speech activity: reading, speaking, writing and listening. 

It should be noted that the use of video materials greatly increases the 

effectiveness of learning, since this material, which is used by a teacher in a foreign 

language lesson, is a sample of authentic language communication, reproduces the 

real atmosphere of language communication, which makes the process of mastering 

foreign language material closer to reality, interesting and emotional. 
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When working with video, the teacher can use the following types of tasks: 

1. Briefing. At this stage, students study the vocabulary for the movie and delve 

into the business situation. The teacher can use materials such as articles, web pages, 

e-mails, etc. that help to understand the essence of the problem. 

2. Talking points. Students should express their views on the proposed issues. 

3. Video on. Students work on tasks that help them understand the content of the 

film. 

4. Video Vocabulary. Students learn more vocabulary from the movie and 

actively use it in their speech. 

5. Character assessment. Students give an assessment of the characters and events 

of the film. 

6. Business assignment provides an opportunity for students to play role-playing 

games based on the movie they have watched. At the same time, students get the 

opportunity to practice such business skills as conducting business meetings, 

negotiations, presentations, etc. (Starr-Keddle, 2005). 

Thus, it should be noted that the use of such a technical tool as video in the 

classroom allows solving such important tasks as mastering the vocabulary of 

professional and business communication and business skills, without which it is 

impossible to imagine business communication and a successful career in a company. 
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