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Nowadays, professional development, international cooperation, access to
information, and the development of cognitive skills are impossible without knowledge
of a foreign language, particularly English. This is because English is the language of
science, business, and international communication, so knowledge of it increases the
competitiveness of higher education institution graduates in the labor market and opens
up opportunities for scientific activity and communication with specialists from around
the world.

Professional foreign language training is based on taking into account the needs of
students in learning a foreign language, determined by the characteristics of the profession
or specialty, which, in turn, require its study. This is the main difference between
professional foreign language training and language training for general educational
purposes and socialization. The goal of professionally oriented foreign language learning
in non-linguistic higher education institutions is for future specialists to master the
relevant basics of communicative competence (Shulha, 2020).

An analysis of works devoted to the means of communicative competence
formation (L.B. Alekseeva, I.L. Bim, O.B. Bigich, K.O. Leontiev, S.L. Rubinstein,
S. Muaran, D. Hyams et al.) allows us to conclude that communicative competence should
be understood as knowledge not only of linguistic forms (acquisition of grammar and
vocabulary), but also the acquisition of skills in using them for the purposes of real
communication.

The formation and development of communicative competence of higher education
seekers in the process of studying a foreign language for professional purposes is carried
out taking into account the real communicative needs of future specialists in all areas of
professional communication. The main task of communicative competence is the ability
to compose monological statements on professional topics; communicate with colleagues
in accordance with the norms of linguistic etiquette; participate in conversations; express
one's own position in a reasoned manner and adequately perceive the speech of the

interlocutor; formulate questions and answer them reasonably; that is, to master the
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linguistic situation in the professional sphere of communication. It is also important that
the learner be able to independently select material, critically analyze the information
received, draw conclusions, justify them, and solve problems that arise. Communicative
competence is developed by involving learners in solving a wide range of meaningful,
realistic, and achievable tasks that make sense, the successful completion of which brings
satisfaction and increases their self-confidence (Stojko, 2011). For this purposes, it is
necessary to use methods such as the project method, case method, business games, and
creating problem situations. It should be noted that by using these methods, the teacher
becomes a consultant and advisor rather than a regular instructor, which helps to create a
more conducive learning environment.

The project method is one of the modern interactive approaches to the foreign
language teaching. The project method is a pedagogical technology in which the process
of acquiring knowledge and forming skills takes place via the implementation of an
educational project, i.e., independent or group activities of students aimed at solving a
practical or research problem with the receipt of a real product (material or intellectual).
The goal of the method is to integrate knowledge from different fields and develop critical
thinking, independence, cooperation, creativity, and communication skills (Frison, 2016).

The project method has become firmly established in the teaching practice of many
countries around the world, as it allows students to consistently and effectively develop
independent thinking. Furthermore, it creates a research-oriented, creative atmosphere in
foreign language classes, where each student is involved in an active learning process
based on collaborative methods.

When it comes to using the case method in foreign language classes, this method
helps to bring classroom communication situations as close as possible to real-life
situations that students will encounter in their everyday lives and professional activities.
A case (from the English word “case” — a box, case, bag) means “comprehensive active
study of material, both under the guidance of a teacher and in a group, with the aim of
obtaining as much information as possible about the problem being studied, for analysis
and making the best decision in a practical situation” (Goncharenko, 1997).
Familiarization with the case, independent search for a solution (internal monologue in a
foreign language), the process of analysing the situation during the lesson (monologue
and dialogue, prepared and spontaneous, also in a foreign language) — all these are
examples of communicative tasks. Classroom communication related to working on a case
study, which involves debate, discussion, argumentation, description, comparison,
persuasion, and other speech acts, trains the skill of developing the right strategy for

linguistic behavior and adhering to the norms and rules of foreign language
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communication. The teacher evaluates students’ comments on the content of the case
study according to the following skills: analytical, managerial, decision-making,
interpersonal communication, creative approach, oral and written communication in a
foreign language (lexical and grammatical aspects). Based on this, the case method
includes both a special form of teaching material and special ways of using it in foreign
language practice (Sikorska, 2021).
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